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Joint Declaration of Advocates of Interfaith
Demand of Immediate release of Hiroji Yamashiro,
February 16, 2017

Prolonged detention of Hiroji Yamashiro, chairperson of Okinawa Peace Movement Center,
has reached over three months since his arrest on October 17th, 2016. He was arrested, due
to his protest against the U.S. military base construction in Okinawa.

The government of the United States, strongly pressures Japanese government to construct
new military bases at Henoko and Takae in Okinawa. Okinawan people, regardless of their
political parties, all agree to stand against the construction, chiefly because the presence of
bases endangers citizens lives, but also makes them become assailant, as attacking base for
conflict areas. Yamashiro has been admired as a leader of this movement, with his thoroughly
nonviolent resistance. Therefore, all that police could do was to accuse him of minor charges
of “cutting wire fence” and “grabbing the arm of a policeman”

It is usual, that detainees with these minor charges are released after a few days.

It is also unusual, in this case, that audience is not allowed, except his attorney.

Many criminal law experts, as well as diet members, have publicized statements that the
detention has serious legal problems. Amnesty International presented a statement to
Okinawa District Court, mentioning its obvious violation of international human rights.
Washington Post pointed out, in its web-based article dated January 20" 2017, that
Yamashiro” s continued incarceration contravenes the “exception of the principle of pending
detention” under of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The article
concludes that this prolonged incarceration aims to prevent Yamashiro speak out his protest.

We, interfaith peace-makers believe that this long incarceration has a political intention
aiming to suppress the protesting movement against U.S. military bases. Yamashiro suffers
from chronic lymphoma and currently is not in good condition. We are afraid the further
incarceration causes serious health deterioration. Any democratic nation should not approve
this type of detention, and a court which admits this incarceration is violating the Constitution
of Japan, which secures the freedom of thought, belief, and assembly.

We, demanding Yamashiro’ s immediate release, pray and ask for support from the
international society. We also request of your approval.

RyumeiYamazaki (Buddist priest Jodoshinsyu Honganjiha )
Kouichi Kobashi  (Moderator  National Christian Council in Japan)
Taiji Katsuya (President  Catholic Justice and Peace Council)

Catholic Justice and Peace Council in Japan, Christian Network for Peace of Japan, Interfaith
Network for Peace of Japan, Nenbutsu-sya Article 9, Odaimoku Article 9



